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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Ghana

The Sustainable Development Goals (9P&so known as the Global Goals,
are a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure that
all people enjoy peace and prosperity by 2030. Adopted by 193 countries,
including Ghana, the SDGs came into effect in January 2016, rartd &ster
economic growth, ensure social inclusion and protect the environment.

The SDGencouragea spirit of partnership between Governments, private
sector, research, academiand Civil Society Organisations (CS©syith
support of the UN This pamershipensures that the right choices are made
now to improve life, in a sustainable way, for future generations.

Agenda 2030 hasve overarching themesknown as thdive Ps:people, planet,
prosperity, peace and partnershipghich span across the 1DGs They tackle

the root causes of poverty covering areas such as hunger, health, education,
gender equality, water & sanitation, energy, economic growth, industry,
innovation & infrastructure, inequalities, cities & communities, consumption &
production,climate change, natural resources, and peace & justice.

The SDGs are not standalone goals. They are all interconnected. Working to
achieve one goal leads to achieving anoth&hey should be seen as
indispensable pieces in a big and complex puzzle.

Supprted by the UN systentGhana is aligning its development prioritiges
collaboraton with CSOsnd the private sectoron achieving the SDGs jointly
Together, we will have a greater impacthe lives of allpeople will be
profoundly improved and our worldill be transformed for the better.

Thispublicationsuggests why each of the goals shonrdtter to us and what
we can dgasindividuals to contribute to thér succesiil implementation in
Ghanaandto ensure thatio oneis leftbehind.
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The goal is
to end
poverty

in all

its forms

everywhere

Why it matters

Ghana was the first country ir8ub-
Saharan Africa teeduce poverty by half
and thus met the Millennium
Development Goal. Neverthelessdeep
poverty remains in most rural areas
especiallyin the three northern regions.
In urban areaswhere povety incidence
has seen some substantial decline,
greater disparities and inequalities are
being noticed

Poverty has many dimensions but its
causes includdack of education, low
productivity of work, low incomesocial
exclusion, and high vulnerability of
certain populatios to disasters and
diseases

Poverty isdetrimental, and if nothing is
done to overcome poverty, we will
continue to suffer its impact oaconomic
growth and social cohesion, political and
social tensions and, in some
circumstances, iriability and conflicts.



Howwe can help

%

£
>

Womenandyouthsshould have equal access to laasl
men,in order to be able to generat@come for
example throughfarming.

Young p@ple cantake advantage of opportunities to
learn a skill, stay in school or invest savings in starting a
business, and policy makers, communities and families
can help make those opportunities available to all
youth. Ensuring access to education today kel

youth and their communitiesn the future

If young people have the opportunity tctivdy engage
in policymakinghey can ensure thatheir rights are
promoted and thatheir innovative ideas contribute to
transforming lives and shaping communities.

Policymakes can help create an enabling environment
to generate productive employment and job
opportunities for the poor and the marginsdid.
Carefully formulated strategieandfiscal and social
protection policies can also stimulate ppmor growth
and reduce puerty.

The private sectocanplay a role in creatingconomic
opportunities for the poomby focusing on segments of
the economy where most of the poor are active, namely
on micro and small enterprises and those operating in
the informal sector.

Science pvides the foundation for new'and

sustainable approaches, solutions and technologies to
tackle the challenges of reducing poverty and achieving
sustainable development. For example, it has enabled
access to safe drinking water, reduced deaths caused by
water-borne diseases, and improved hygiene to reduce
health risks related to unsafe drinking water and lack of
sanitation.
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The goal is
to end hunger,
achieve food

security and

improved
nutrition,
and
promote
sustainable

agriculture.

Why it matters

Extreme hunger and malnutrition remain a
barrier to sustainable development and
create a trap from which people naot
easily escapePeople who are hungry and
malnourished are less likely to be
productive. They are also more prone to
diseass and thus often unable to eara
sufficient income and improve their
livelihoods.

Poor harvesting practices, as well as food
wastage have contributed to food scarcity.

Nutrition is particularly poor in Northern
Ghana.Everyonewants their families to
have safe and nutritiousfood to eat. A
world with no hunger can positively
impact our economies, health, education,
equalityandda 2 OA I f RS @St 2 LIY
piece of building a better future for
everyone. Additionally, with hunger
limiting human development, we will not
be able to achieve the other global goals
on education, health and gender equality
without addressing the issugf hunget



Make land choices in favour of agriculture. Preserve
land for planting and livestock rearing.

Buying andconsuming locallproduced foods is a
great way to encourage local farmers and markets to
produce more, and to ensure that foodakvays
availableat affordable prices

We can alsupport good nutritiorand eating habits
especiallyfor children by choosingfoods with high
nutrient value in the rightamounts and balance for
improved health and welbeing.

Try backyard farming if you have the space. You will be
amazed about the volume of healthy and nutritious
food you can produce for your famignd the savings

you can make

Help eradicat food waste. You can make changes in
your own life. At home, school, work and in the
community, speak to others about making these
changes too.

You can use your power as a consumer and voter to
demandthat governmentput in place the right
incentives fobusinesses to make the choices and
changes that will make Zero Hunger a reality.

Use only approved agrochemicals for farming and
apply in recommended amounts to ensure that food is
safe for consumption.

Identify andadopt good posharvest and preservation
practices

Join conversations about ending hunger and improving
hunger, whether on social media platforms or in your
local communities.



GOODHEALTH
AND WELL-BEING
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The goal is

to ensure

healthy lives

and
promote
wellbeing
for all

at all ages.

Why it matters

Ensuring healthy lives and promoting wedling
for all & all ages is important to building
prosperous societie#ccess to good healttare
is a human right, and that is why the Sustainabl
Development Agenda offers a new chance t
ensure that everyone can accedscent quality
reliablehealth cara not just the wealthiest.

The overall survival rates of children in Ghan
have improved over the past ten yeahdalaria is
the leading cause of death for children under five
and malnutrition is a significant indirect cause of
child mortality. Continued reduction ofHIV
prevalence indicates progredsut prevention of
mother-to-child transmissionand coverage of
paediatric  antiretroviral therapy remain
unacceptably lowand stigma and discrimination
continue to hamper uptake of services.

Poor rutrition isof particular concernin Northern
Ghana.Thus, naternal and child health remain
critical,andSDG 3 is pivatfor the attainment of
health-relatedgoals.



How we can help

Z* You canstart by promoting and
protecting your own health and the
health of those around you, hyor
example making weHlinformed choices,
practicing safe sexnowing your HIV
status,and vaccinating your children.

% Everyone, especiallyamen and girls
shouldhave adequate access to sexual
and reproductive health information and
services

L:  Seek medical attention early to save your
life, and make sure to visit approved
health centres and certified hospital

¢ If you are part of Civil Society

Organisatioror a Nan-Governmental

Organisation, you can raise awareness in

your community about the importance of

good health, healthy lifestyles as well as

LIS2L)X SQ&a NAIKG G2 ljdzr t AGe KSFT (K
services.

% You can also hold government, local
leaders and other decisiemakers
accountable to their commitments to
AYLINRE @S LIS2LX SQa F00Saa G2 kKSIKfi
health care.
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* Regular exercise and physical activity is
known to improve overall wellbeing.

Make it a regular part of your life. Consult
your physician if you have certain medical
conditions before engaging in any
strenuous physical activity.



QUALITY
EDUCATION
]

The goal is
to ensure
inclusive and
quality
education
for all and
promote

lifelong

learning.

Why it matters

Education reduces inequalitiesan break the cycle
of poverty, foster tolerancereach gender equality

andempower people to live morbealthylives and

attain more produtive livelihoods Education is
both a goal in itself and a means for attaining all tt
other SDGs. It is not only an integral part ¢
sustainable development, but also a key enabler f
it.

Ghana has been a regional leader in the deliver
Education forAll, reaching the education MDGs w
ahead of time. In 2016 et enrolment ratio reached
92% at the Primary leveind 50%at JHSevel.Gender
parity has been achieved at the kindergarts
primary, and JHS levels. Nonetheless, many stud
in Ghana dmot benefit from a quality educatigrand
girls are disproportionately disadvantaged, especi
during the transition to senior secondary educatic
Often, the school environment is not conducive
learning: classes are overcrowded, water ¢
sanitationfacilities are lackingand trained teacher:
and school books are in short supply.



Howwe can help
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Send your children, b@yand girlsto school andknow that
all schoolaged children have the right to be in school.

Shool proprietos canmake surgo create a child friendly
environment to make children want to come to school.
Teaches are callean to not misusetheir position.
Everyone is encouraged teport incidence of sexual
harassmentdiscrimination, abuse or any kind of violence
against students

Remember that technical and vocatioreducation and
training (TVETare also forms of educatiofromote TVET,
and teach TVET skills through theory grdctice Provide
practical, handsn (vocational/technical competences)
activities in schocdnd connect students to workplace
learning

Include education on reproductive health in the curriculum.
Furthermore, @rentscaneducatetheir children on sex and
sexuality andteenagersanseek information aboutheir
reproductive health.

We can ask our governments to place education as a priority
in both policy and practice. We can lobby our governments
to make firm commitments to provide free school education
to all, including vulnerable or marginalised groups. Policy
makers can ensure that our schools are inclusive by making
them disability friendly, including, for example, making
learning material in braille available.

The private sectocaninvest resourcef the development

of educational tools and facilitieend join forces with
educators to ensure that technical and vocational education
is upto-date and relevant to the job market

NGOsgan be importanpartners of youth and other groups
to foster the mportance of education within local
communities



GENDER
EQUALITY

The goal is
to achieve
gender
equality
and
empower

all women

and girls.

Why it matters

The number of men and women in the world
is roughly equal. However, gender inequality
persists everywhere ¢ in business,
education, politicetc. This stagnates social
progress. Equal grtunities for men and
women accelerate achievement across other
development outcomes.

In Ghana, there is low representation of
women in decision making, evidenced by
only 12.7% representation in the national
Parliament. Practices such as early marriage,
Female Genital Mutilationpr witch camys
still exist. The incidence of violence against
women and girls and inadequate access to
productive resources such as land and
credit, persist.

In Ghana there are still complex issues
concerning male dominancend patriarchy
that need to be addressed in order to step
up efforts towards achieving sustainable
development.



Howwe can help
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% Parentscan help by giving equal access to eatian to their
children, girls and boys alike.

%: Do not give away your girl child into marriagéow her to
complete her education.

¢ Ifyou are a teacher, report any form of girl child abuse

¢ If you are a girl, you can stay in school, help empower your
female classmates to do the same and fight for your right to
access sexual and reproductive health services.

£ Everyone shouldtand up against rapeandall forms of
violence and harmful practices against worraard girls

& If you are an employer, ensure equftyr women and men in
the work place

£ Promote equal work and equal pay for men and women

£ If you are a woman, show concern in decisioaking
processes and patrticipate in decisioraking

¢ Support women in their political careers
%: Stop female genital mutiteon.
! Grant women access to and control of land

%¢ If you are a woman, you can address unconscious biases and
implicit associations that can form an unintended and often
invisible barrier to equal opportunity.

% If you are a man or a boy, you can work alodgsvomen and
girls to achieve gender equality and embrace healthy,
respectful relationships.

£:  As government, fund education campaigns to curb cultural
practices like female genital mutilatipand change harmful
laws that limit the rights of women and gidsid prevent
them from achieving their full potential



GLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

The goal is
to ensure
access to
safe
water sources

and

sanitation

for all.

Why it matters

Access to water, sanitation and hygiene is a
human right, yet billionsvorldwide are still
faced with daily challenges accessing even
the most basic of services.

Proper water and sanitation is key for
achieving the BGs, including good health
and gender equalityBy managing our water
sustainably, we are also able® better
manage our productiorf food and energy
and contribute to decemvork and economic
growth. Moreover, we canpreserve our
water ecosystemstheir biodiversity, and
takeaction on climate change.

Despite the fact thatGhana achieved the
MDG for access to improved water supply
early, but not on access to improved
santation, statistics today show thatewer
than two in five Ghanaians drink safe water
two out of every five schoolare without
toilets, and three out of every fiveschools
arewithout water supplies.



Howwe can help

£* Keep ourwater sourceslean and safes 2 y Q {
litter; dump your refuse in bins not wwater
bodies

£

¢ Encourage municipal and regional authorities to
work with the private sector to make sanitation
and waste management viable business
opportunities at affordake prices in all
neighbairhoods

@ 52yQli RAaLRaS OKSYAOFfta Ay 41 GSN
¢ Plant trees to protect the water bodies

¢ Farm at least 50 meters away from water
sources

<: Do not defecate in the open.
¢ Support one house, one latrine

£¢ Wash hands with soap after iting the toilet,
before eating, cookingyr feeding the baby

1 A4S g GSNI gAa Mneseviery Qi gl A0S Al
usagewhenever you can

€% Fishermen shouldwid using chemicals to catch
fish.

£+ Stop illegal minings itendangersour water
bodies Governments called tcenforce
regulations on smatcale miningand promote
alternative livelihoods for youth and
communities

0
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“* You can also get involved in the World Water Day
and World Toilet Day campaigns that aim to
provide information and inspiration to take

adion on hygiene issues.



Our lives depend on reliable and affordable
energy services A wellestablished energy
system supports all sectors: businesses,
medicing education agriculture,
infrastructure, communications and high
technolog. Alack of access to energy supplies
is a constraint to human and economic
development women and girls have to spend
hours fetching water, clinics cannot store
vaccines for children, many schoolchildren
cannot do homework at night, and people
cannot runcompetitive businesses.

During 20185handargely overcame problems
of irregular electricity supply that had affected
business and households previbpusLong
term challenges persishowever, including
meeting financial arrears in stat@wvned
energy enteprises, implementing new
electricity regulatory and payment schemes,
andmanaging electronic waste



